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« « « « The regular monthly meeting of
the Board of Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission convened pursuant to notice at 10:00

o'clock a.m, on Tuesday, July 13, 1976, in Room

102 of the Wild Life. and Fisheries Building, 400

Royal Street, New Orleans, Louisiana, Doyle G.
Berry, Chairman, presiding.,. o« o
PkESENT WERE:

DbYLE G. BERRY, Chairman

HARVEY CLAY LUTTRELL, Vice Chairman

MARC DUPUY,_JR., Member

JIMMIE THOMPSON, Member

DONALD F. WILLE, Member

RICHARD K. YANCEY, Assistant

Director,

— e — wm— w—— —

1. Approval of minutes of April 12 and April 27,

1976. o | S

DR. LYLE ST. AMANT

2. Request for a permit to dredge gravel and

sand from the Mississippi River at .
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Middle Ground Island and Yucatan Cutoff,
vicinity Mile 407-Mile 411 AHP; at
Rodney Cutoff, vicinity Mile 380 t§
Mile 388; and Mile 390 through 395.6
- by Richard Everett, Tallulah, Louisiana.
3. Request for renewal of permit to remove sand (8)
'. fill from thé Mississippl River at
Mile 108 AHP, Jefferson Parish, along
left bank near Harahan, Louisiana,
bétwgen Levee Stations 6348 and 6415
‘.by T. L. James & Company. °
t 4, ARequest for renewal of permit to remove £ill |(9)
material from the Mississippi Rivef;
right descending bank at approximately
Mile Post 124.65 AHP, at Hahnville, St.
-¢haries Parish, Louisiana by A. |
Giambelluca'Construction, Inc.

5. Request from.Lake Providence Dredging Com- (11)

pany for renewal of their permit'expi:;
ing. July 22, 1976, to dredge sand and’
gravel from the Mississippi River at

‘Willow Cutoff, Mile 463 AHP to Mile 461

AHP; and at Fitler Bend, Mile 477.7 AHP
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to Mile 478.2 AHP.
MR. HARRY SCHAFER
6.

Setting of seasons on oyster seed reserva-

tions.

.......

MR. ALLAN ENSMINGER

7. Set dates for alligator season,

8. ﬁequest for access location on Rockefeller

Refuge, State Lease 4080 by Amoco
Production Company.

MR. RICHARD YANCEY

9. Consider application for mineral leasing of
two tracts on Ouachita Wildlife Manage?
ment Area.

10. Approval of Justiss Mears‘Oil Coﬁpany well‘
locatioﬁ on the Russell Sage Wildlife
Management Area in Ouachita Parish..

11. Consider geophysical operations on:- Rocke-
feller Refuge.

12,

Approval of ruls and regulations for mineral

regulations on Quachita Wildlife Manage-

ment Area.

- .. -
I

MR. JOE HERRING

13. Establish dates of hunting season on resident

(12)

(22)
(48)

(51)

(59)

(62)

(51)

(67)
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wildlife and migratory birds including
doves, snipé, rail, gallinule, woodcock
and teal.

OTHER BUSINESS

14, Mr. Gerald Martinez - Discussion of bridge

over Tangipahoa River.
15. Report on current legislation.
16, Set date for August meeting.

NOTE: The following items of business not on

the printed agenda were»also considered:

Alligator ééason in p#rishes:éther,than
Cameron; Calcasieu and ﬁermilion.

Reéuest to move alligators from Appendix I
t§ Appendix II of International Trade
Convention Treaty.

Sbecificaﬁioné for pr#nting hunting rules
and regulations;

Rescind action on Agenda Item 11 (geophysical
operations on Rockefeller Refuge)._

Report on Flyway Council and U, S. Fish an&
Wildlifé Service meetings,

Tensas Levee Board Servitude.

Recommeﬁdation for changes in frog and raccoor

(20)

(94)
(94)

(93)
(101;

(105]

1 (107
108

hunting seasons,
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CHAIRMAN DOYLE G. BERRY: We will call
the meeting to order, please, |

Our Director is out of this morniﬁg.
He had some urgent business in Baton Rouge to
attend to. Mr. Yancey {is goiﬁg to stand in for
him. |
| The first item on the agenda this morn-
ing is approval Af the minutes of April 12 and
April 27 meetings, Do I have a motion?:

MR, WILLE: I so move.

'MR. LUTTRELL: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Wille and
seconded by Mr. Luttrell. All in favor say aye.

Iﬁ UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

B | (No response) |

So ordered; |

Are you going to handlé'Dr. St. Amant's
stuff this morning, Ha;ty?' | |

MR. HARRY SCHAFER: Yes, sir. Mr.
Ch#irman, the first item we have bn the ageﬁda
is a request from Mr. Richard Everett for a

permit to dredge gravel'and sand from the

ge%2
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and 395.6.

material?

material,

" Wille and

say aye.

Mississippi River in three areas around Yucatan

Cutoff, at Rodney Cutoff and at Miles AHP 380, 390

We have checked this out and he meets

all the requirements and we would recommend that
we issue him a permit. It will be for the one
year and for the gravei there is a different -- I

think it is 15 cents a yard that we get.

MR. WILLE: So move.

MR. DUPUY: Question. It is 15 cents

a yard for gravel and five cents for the sand fill

MR. SCHAFER: Five cents for the sand
MR. DUPUY: One-year term?

MR. SCHAFER: One-year term, right,

MR, DUPUY: I will second it,

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.

seconded Sy Mr. Dupuy. All in favor,

IN UNISON: Avye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

(No response)

og
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THE CHAIRMAN: So ordered.
(The full text of the
resolution is.here:made
~a part of thé record.)
ce BE IT RESOLVED’ that the
Louisiana Wild.Life and Fisheries
Commission does Hereby grant per;
mission to RICHARD EVERETT dba EVERETT

MACHINERY COMPANY to remove gravel and

sand from the Missisgippi.River at
Middle Gréﬁnd Island and Yucatan
Cutoff, vicinity of Mile 407 to Mile
411 AHP; and at Rodney Cutoff,
vicinity of Mile 380 AHP to Milé 388
AHP; and Mile 390 AHP through Mile
595.6 AHf, fér a period of one year
from July 13, 1976 to July 13, 1977.
THE CBAIRMAﬁ: Mr. Schafer, fhese other
three permits, we will of course want to make a
motion on each one of them, but in order to save
a little time, are they alllthe standard vanilla?
"MR. SCHAFER: They are standard and |

they are for renewal. We find everything in ordern

ga@q
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—_ and we would recommend approval.

| THE CHAIRMAN: All right. Number Three.
| MR. WILLE: I so move. '

MR. DUPUY: I will second that,

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Wille and
seconded by Mr. Dupuy. All‘in favor? |
o IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: ©So ordered.

| (The full text of the

resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
BE IT i{ESOLVED that the

Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries

Commission does hereby grant permis-
sion to T. L. JAMES & COMPANY, INC,
to remove sand and/or £ill material

from the Mississippi River at Mile

108 AHP, along left bank neér ﬁarahan,
Jefferson Parish,ALouigiana, for a -
period of one year from Juiy 13, 1976

to July 13, 1977, at a royalty rate of
five‘cents per cubip yard.

THE CHAIRMAN: Number Four is a request

[*]
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from Giambelluca Construction Company in St.
Charles Parish,
MR. THOMPSON: I move,
MR. LUTTRELL: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Movéd by Mr. Thompson, -
seconded by Mr., Luttrell., All in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: - Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response)
Sé ordered.
| . (The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Wild Life and Fiéheries
Cémmission-does hereby grant permié-
sion to A, GIAMBELLUCA CONSTRUCTION,
INC. to remove fili material from the
Mississippl River, Right Descending
‘.Bank, at -approximately Mile Post 124.65
AHP, at Hahnville, St., Charles Parish,
Louisiana, for a period of one year

from July 13, 1976 to July 13, 1977

Baag
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at a royalty rate of five cents per
cubic yard.
THE CHAIRMAN: The next 1s a request
"from Lake Providence Dredging)Compaﬁy. Do I have
‘a motion on that? » |
MR, LUTTRELL: I so move.
MR. THOMPSON: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Luttrell;
seconded by'Mr. Thompson. All in favor?
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: .Any opposed?
(ﬁo response)
So ordered. S
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission does hereby grant per~'
mission to LAKE PROVIDENCE DREDGING
COMPANY td dredge sand and gravel
from.the Mississippi River at Willow

Cutoff, Mile 463 AHP to Mile 461 AHP;
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_; and. at Fitler Bend, Mile 477.7 AHP to
Mile 478.2 AHP, for a period of one
year from July 22, 1976 to July 22,
1977,
| THE CHAIRMAN: Now we will'get'into the
oyster season.‘
| MR. SCHAFER: Mr. Chairman, we would

like to recommend setting the seasons for three
reservations and the Calcasieu Lake.

We would recommend that the Hackberry
Bay and the Sister Lake oyster seed reservations
be opened the Wednesday following Labor D;y and
will run concﬁrrent to the state oyster sgasén.

Bay Gardene, we would recommend that it
be opened on Tuesday, October 5, and run through
Sunday, October 31, using a daily permit systém;
We planted about $210,000 worth of shells in this
‘area two years ago and we are trying to geé the

production that comes off this, and that is why -

we are going to a permit system for this area.
For- the Lake Charles-Calcasieu-Lake
area we would recommend that this season be opened

November 15, that is one-half hour before sunrise

29
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on Monday, November 15, and run'through one-half
hour after sunset Thursday, March 31, 1977,

That would be limited only to the use of
tongs during the daylight hours, an& that the gréaﬂ
be confined to Calcasieu Lake with the exception
of Calcasieu River, the Ship Channel, East Fork,
West Fork, and Oystef Bayou, which 1is closed
because of the polluéion in those areas. It is
usually closed by the Health Depdrtment..

The threewingh culling law will be
obsefvea and the catch will be culled and put back
into the area. | | |

Taking for commercial purposes will be
limited to 15 sacks a day per boat., Taking for
home consumption will be limited to two sacks or
three bushels ber day.. In commercial fishing of
the oysters there, we recommend that they do it
with the proper licenses. -

We would recommend-that the/Direcfor be
given the authority to close any of these areés
earlier 1if biolbgi;al data proves that they should
be closed.

THE CHAIRMAN: I am sure this gentleman

0
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wants to make a little comment on this. Do you
want to --

MR. PETER VUNOVICH: Yes, that is why I
came here. I thought maybe you would ask my
position. -

Gentlemen, I.have been in the oyster
business for a long,-iong time. 1975 and '76;was
one of the best oyster seasons that Louisiaﬁa ever
had, money-wise and I believe sales-wise. '76 and
'77 season, i hate to say this, but it looks a
mighty, mighty weak one. I stuck my neck out and
I stated that it was going to be one of the poorest
oyster seasons that Louisiana has had in manf
years. I hope I am wrong but I don't tﬁink.so.

But we do have a little help in that the

Hackberry Béy~(Du:Chene) area, we planted $100,000
worth of shells about fdut or five years agé and
the waﬁer was strictly on the sweet side all tﬁese
years énd~this year the water out there changed,
the saltwater came in, and they have quite a bit
of'oysters in.that area, so that's a little help
to the industry. |

One thing that I 1like about it is asking

28
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that you all open the season on Wednesday and that
the Director has the power to close it if the
people in the oyster industry wants it to be
closed earlier this year than ever was closed,
; : becauée I think that our reefs are going to be
pretty well depleted by the time the first of the
year éomes along. A
" Thank you, gentlemen.
THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, sir,
MR. THOMPSON: So move.
THE CHAIRMAN: We have ﬁ motion by Mr.
Thompson. Do I have a second?
MR. WILLE: Second. |
THE CHAIRMAN: Secoﬁded by Mr, Wille.
All in favor say aye. |
IN UNISON: = Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opﬁosed?
(No response) -
Hearing none, so orderéd.

(The full text of the

. resolution 1s hcre made
a part of the record.)

WHEREAS, the natural oyster

SO
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reefs ("Oyster Seed Grounds") under the
managerjial supervision of the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission must
open on the first Wednesday following
Labor Day, September 8, 1976, as pro-
vided for by Louisiana Law Title 56,
Section 433, which also authorizes the
Commission to regulate the size limit
and area closures after January 1 of

~ each ye@r on state céntrolled grounds,
and .

WHEREAS, "Oyster Seed
Reservations" are small portions of
the "Oyster éeed Grounds" managed
and éontrolled for seed éystér pro-
ductioﬁ which are opened on alternate
years,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that fhe Louisiana Wild Life and Fish--
eries Commission does hereby open the
Hackberry Bay (Du Chene) Oyster Seed
Reservation and the Sister Lake Oysfer

Seed Reservation, in accordance with

[}
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Louisiana Léw Title 56, Section 433,
which opens said seasons one-half (1/2)
hour before sunrise on the first Wed-
nesday following Labor Day, September 8,
1976, Said seasons shall remain open
with the samé regulations as the regu- -
lar oyster season; however, the Director
shall be authorized and empowered to
close the two areas if it is deemed
necesséry by biological investigations
and'sampling; | |

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the Bay Gardene Oyster Seed Reserva-
tion shall open on Tuesday, Ocﬁober 5;
1976 and close on Sunday, October 31,
1956,'with the reservation being
fished on a daily permit system to

allow for a determination of the pro-

duction from this area. The Directogﬁ
shall be authorized and empowered to
close the season if it is deemed neces-
sary by biological investigations énd

sampling,

Qe .
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WHEREAS, the Commission
biologists and the Chief of the
Oysters, Water Bottoms and Seafoods
Division have recommended the fish-
ing of the oysters in Calcasieu Lake
Qith the exception of the Calcasieu
River and Ship Channel, East Fork,
West Fork and Oyster Bayou, and

WHEREAS, the State Depért—
ment of Health will examine the growing
oystérs of this aforementioned area
and approve thevwaters for fishing
oysters 1f the health standards afe
met; |
| | ~ NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
by the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisher-
ies Commission that the Calcasieu Laké
Oyster Season for 1976-77 be set in’
accordance with the following rules
and regulations:

(1) That.the oyster season in
.Calcasieu Lake be fixed to

extend from onéuhalf hour

[=]
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(2)

(3)

(4)

before sunrise on Monday,
November 15, 1976 through
one-half hour after sunset on
Thursday, March 31,'1977, with
the right being reserved to
extend sald season or close it

sooner if biologically justi*

. fiable.

That oyster fishing be limited

only to the use of tongs and to

.daylight hours.

The open aréas shall be confined
to thé area of Calcasieu Lake,'
with the exception of Calcasieu
Riﬁe; and Ship Channel, East Fork;
West Fork and Oyster Bayou which'
shall be closed,

The three-inch culling law shall
be observed by all fishermen |
fishing the area and the culls

shall be scattered around the

perimeter of the reefs to pro-

vice for expansion and future

d
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(5)

(6)

(7)

the

and

harvesting.

The taking pf oysters for commer-
cial purposes shall be limited to
15 sacks per boat per day.

The taking of oysters for home
consumption shall be limited to .
three bushels (two sacks) per
boat per day. |

All commercial fishing'of ofsters
.sha11 be done only with proper
licenses. | o

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED thaf

Director be and is hereby authorized

empowered to extend or close said

season, if biologicaliy sound;

THE CHAIRMAN: I am going to leave the

agenda and call Mr. Martinez up; I believe he
wants to get at some dther’business'pretty shortly

and we will get him out of here.

MR. GERALD MARTINEZ: Thank you, sir.

Members of the Commission, we have the

matter of Gifford-Hill which has come up again,

Gifford-Hill's request for a permit is still

[:12] '
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pending on appeal. The appeal hearing has been
continued several times, awaiting an 6pinion from
the Attorney General on the procedures, the rules
of procedure adopted by the Commission or requeste
by the Commission to use for that appeal hearing.

In light of the fact that the opinion
from the Attorney General has not arrived yet, I
.woﬁld suggest to the Commission that they proceed
to adopt formal rules of procedure for appeal and
that they nétice their intent to do so in the next
issue of-the State Register and State Journal, |
which would put us in a positioﬁ to adopt the
rules, or\aﬁ least consider the rules, at the
September meeting‘of the Board.

I would suggest that the Board move to
notify its'intgnt to adopt rules at the September
meeting.
| MR. THOMPSON: Do you need a motion?

MR. MARTINEZ: Yes, I think we do.

MR. THOMPSON: I so move,

MR. WILLE: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Tﬁompson and

seconded by Mr. Wille., All in favor'say aye,

&
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IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response)

Hearing nbne, so ordered.

Thénk you, Gerald.

0. K., Mr, Ensminger. Have you gdt an
alligator season in there for St., Mary and Terre-
bonne yet, Allan? |

MR. ALiAN ENSMINGER: I am afraid we may
not be able.to set one for you at this moment,
Doyle. We; of course, do have the authority to:
set an alligator season in that portion of the

" state that has been delisted by the U, S. Fish &
Wildlife Service, and this would inclﬁdevthe
parishes of Calcasieu, Caméron and Vermilion.

TﬁE-CHAIRMAN:A Allan; let me Iinterrupt
you a minute. 1 want the press to take note of
this. We have been after the federal people now
for abbututhree years to give us an alligétor
season down Iin Terrebonne and St, Mary Parishes,
ahd it is not. the alligators, it's the local
citizens that are on the endangered speéies list

down thére'now. I am afraid that thé>pe0p1e are

-
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going to harvest those 'gators and get them out
of the way because they are getting to be a
menace.

This is just another situation where
| fhe federal government has stuck its nose in the
. State of Louisiana's business and really impeded
what should have been done here in the beginning.
I think everybody who 1is familiar with the situa-
tion down in that area knows that we ﬁeed an
alligator season and should have already had one.
I wish the feas would ruﬁ théir business in Wash-
ington and let us ruﬁ ours in Louisiana.-

Thank you, |

MR. ENSMINGER: This is very accurate,
Of course, ;he Fish and Wildlife’Sérvice in the
latest action removed the 'gator from the endan;
gered category down to the threatened category
and at that time they should havé campletely'
delistéd thgse coastal parishes of Louisiéﬁa.
They had data available to them at that time that
would have supported complete delisting of the
alligator in that portion of its range where it

had recovered from serious conditions.

- . .
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I would like to see the Commission
adopt a resolution today reQuesting that these
areas in Louisiana that are presently supporting
a good population of alligators be completely
delisted like Cameron, Calcasieu and Vermilion,
so that our Commission would have authority~in.:
the future to set seasons there. |

But the matter before you today is the
establishment of the season in that area that is
open. We have rum our alligator inventories and
looked at the~coast, and in those open areas we .-
would recommend that the ailigator season in 1976
open on September 9, extend through October 8.
Tﬁis will give us a 30-da§ season,. Thi§~permits
a sufficient harvest of 'gatofs from that area.
We are at the present time working up quotas on
the number of 'gators that can be harvest in this
seasoﬁ. We suspect that our number available for
harvest will be up over last year. - .

I would recommend that thé Commission
establish the dates of September 9 through October
8 as the alligator season for 1976,

THE CHAIRMAN: ' Gentlemen, we don't have

59 v .
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a quorum of this Board right now. We will have to
wailt till Mr. Luttreil comes back in. Would you
ask him to come back in, please. I don't want
to make a motion with only three of us sitting
here.

- MR. éUPUY: While we are waiting for.
Mr. Luttreil aﬁd a éhorum, I would like to call
attention to tée House Concurrent Resolution No.
10 of the Loui%iana Legislqture,'urgingAand
reduesting‘this Commission and the United States:
Fish and Wildlife Service'£oiadopt regulatiods
permitting an alligatbr season in the parishes
of St. Mary, Terrebonne and Lafourche, Tangiéahoa
and Orleans, and that part of Ward One (formerly
Ward Six) of St, Mértin.

We are aware of this concurrent resolu-
tion and we are doing whatevef we can to-have an
alligator season in there. |

| THE CHAIRMAN: Good»sir, are yo§ offer—
ing this in the form of a motion?

MR. DU?UY: Well, you h;Ve one I believe

or we are considéring the fixing of the seasons,

but this I just ?anted\to bring out while we were

prgele Lol
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talking here.

THE CHAIRMAN: Right. Gentlemen, you
have heard_thé recommendation of Mr. Ensminger.
Do I have a motion?

MR, WILLE: I will move.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Wille.

MR, WILLE:4 And could I make an amend-
ment to the move? o

TﬁE CHAIRMAN: VWe have.to have a motion
first andvthep you can amend it.

MR. WILLE: Oh, éeéarate mo;ions; 0. K.
I move.

MR. DUPUY: Second.:

THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Dupuy.

MR, WILLE: I would like to move fhat
Mr. Dupuy's wire be adopted as a resolution.

MR. DUPUY: This is a resolution, It is
a concurrent resolution of the Louisianallegisia-
ture; | |

MR, WILLE: Well, how about the Com-
mission adopting it or --

MR. DUPUY: Well, we are doing what we

can to try to have an alligator season enacted, so
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a comment there? To additionally delist addi-

MR. WILLE: O. K. It shouldn't be
entered in the minutes as a --

MR. DUPUY: No, 1 just wanted to bring
this out so that the legislature is aware of the
fact that we are --

MR. ENSMINGER: Mr. Dupuy, may I make

tional areas in Louisiana under the Endangered
Species Act as passed in 1973, this requires that
the Governor of the state contact the appropriate
officials in ﬁashington énd.bfficially request the
delisting. I would like to see you all adopt a
resolution asking the Governor to do this and in
that same resolution I think it would be appropri-
ate to incorporate the concurrenf resolution of
the legislature in that one and mention the con-
current resolution in the Governor's letter to
the appropriate officials .in Washington along with
our official request for delisting. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Let's get a vote; we have
a motion before us now., All in favor of this
motion say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

Lol
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THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response)
Hearing none, so ordered.
(The full text of the
.resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, Louisiana's efforts
to manage the resident population of
alligators for the past 16 years has

substantially increased the total

- population, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wild
Life and Fisheries Commission has,
during 1972, 1973, gnd 1975 success-
fully demonstrated that a périodic
commercial harvest, based upon com-
prehensive population inventories;
can be closely controlled, and

WHEREAS, data collected
during the 1972, 1973, and 1975
seasons ‘and from aerial inventory
during July, 1976, relfects that

the seasons were beneficial in all
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respects; and

- WHEREAS, increasing population
levels in Cameron, Vermilion and Cal-
casieu Parishes now warrant the estab-
iishment and continuation of a seaéon
in this region of the state, and

WHEREAS; it has been deter-
mined from the past three seasons that
the system developéd for conducting the
harvest of animals through a rigidly
controlled set of regulations worked
b - out extremely well, and

WHEREAS, no evidence was’
found that the opening‘of the three
’ ' A previous seasons encouraged illegal
' : kiliing of these reptiles, and
’ ’ | WHEREAQ, glligators are a
v | renewable fesodrce and should be
managed on a sustained yield basis
thereby providing economic incentive
for preserving marshlands,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

L that an alligator season be hereby

Q0 '
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established in accdrdance with the

following regulations: No exceptions

of these pfocedures will be permitted,
and anyone taking alligators contrary
to these regulations will be charged
in accordance with the Louisiana

Revised Statutes and/or Endangered

Species Act of 1973:

1, Open area - Parishes of Caléasieu,
Cameron, and Vermilion. An esti-
mated 110,000 alligators are
present in‘this area outside the
refuges. No more than eight
percent of this population may
be taken during the season,

2. Harvest season - The open season
shall run for a 30-day period

/ beginniﬁg on September 9, 1976,
and continue through October 8;':
1976.
Size - No alligators under four’
feet in length may be taken,

3. Harvest methods - Alligators may
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be taken only during the daylight
houré, between one-half hour before
official sunrise to one-half hour
after sunset. Special instructions
will be issued to the holders of
alligator hunter licenses shortly
before, the'opening of the season
describing detailed methods
regarding the skinning of alligators.
Skins processed contrary to the spe-
cific requiremenf‘of the Commission
will be considered illegal. Pole
hunting is prohibited to protect
nesting female populations.

Licenses - An alligator hunter

"must have a.valid commercial alli- =

gator hunter license to take,
transport or sell alligators or
their skins. The fee for the
license is $25.00 per year and
is non-transferable. In order
to obtain the license, hé must

reside in Loulsiana for one year

[T+
%_8_‘3% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
[+1<]



preceding the season. He must
complete application forms pro-
vided by the Commission and
furnish proof that he owns the
land or has an agreement with

the landowner to hunt alligators
on the specified property.
Information as to the location
and acreage of the property must’
be provided; Applications must
be submitted between the dates of
August 16 and September 8, 1976;
The alligator hunter license will
be issued only after the hunter
has complied with the above
requiremepts. A fur buyer licensei
or fur dealer license 1is required
for purchasing and handling raw.
alligator skins in Louisiana.
Pergsonsgs or firms entering alli-
gators and/or parts in.interstate
commercé in the course of a com-

mercial activity must be licensed

QO
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in accordance with St#te and
Federal regulations.

5. Tagging ~ In addition to a valid
commercial alligator hunting
license, the hunter must also
obtain from ;he Commission, and
have in his possession while
hunting, official tags which
must be firmly attached to each
alligator skin immediately upon
'taking. Numbered tags and |
tagging pliérs will be issued
to license holders for a sum of
$5.00. The tags must be attached

in the last six inches of the tail.
It shall be illegal to posseés
alligator skins in Louisiana with-
out valid official tagé attached,
Official alligator tags will be
issued only to alligator hunters,
and’farmers and only to fhose'who
vhave approved applications. The

number of tags will be issued on
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the basis of the area and quality
of the habitat, and the rate per
acre will be fixed based on
extensive population estimates.

o Tags will be issued for alligator
habitat only, based on final
decision of the technician.' No
more than this fixed number of
tags will be issued. Each §ffic—
jal tag will bear a Charéctefistic
number and a dupiiéate tab, and the
tag numbers iésued to each hunter
will be recorded. Unused tags must
be returned to the Commission.
Loéc or,étolen tags will not be
rgplaced,.but must be reported.
Tags can be used only on the lands
applied for and approved on the
‘application.:

6. Alligator Farmers ané Breeders -
Licensed aliigator farmérs or

‘breeders will be i1ssued permits

to kill and skin their alligators

%ﬂ
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but must follow the same rules and

regulations which épply to wild

- alligators. No alligators on

breeding farms may be killed with-
out such a permit. Tagging valida-
tion 1s required on skins taken.
Harvest Rates - Maximum of eight
percent of overall population in

open season area may be taken. Tags

will be issued on the following

basis. Cameron and Calcasieu
Parishes - Brackish Marsh, one
per 400 acres; Intermediate and
Fresh Marsh, one per 125 acres;
Pump-off Districts - regardleés

of marsh type - one per 500 acres,
Vermilion Parish - Intermediate:

Marsh, one per 100 acres; Fresh,

one per 500 acres; Brackish

marsh, one per 150 acres; Pump-off
District, one per 500 acres,
Validation of alligator skins -

All alligator skins taken during

-
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the experimental alligator season
shall be checked and a‘second tag
fixed by personnel of the Louisiana
Wild Life and Fisheries Commission
at the headquarters of the Rocke-
feller Refuge on October 11, 12,
13, 1976. 'The holders of alligator
hunfing licenses must bring their
skins to Rockefeller for vaiidation
~on. one of these three dates between
the hours of 8:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M,
Special skihning instructions will
be verified, and any skins not pre-
pared according to instructions issued
in advance of season will be con-'
sidered illegal. Unused tags will
be returned at this time. Valida-
'tion tags must remain attached to
the skin in Louisiana; |
9. Shipment - All raw alligator skins
shipped out-of-state must bea:
official shipping tags provided

by the Commission. Forms provided

%] * .
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must be filled out completely
and returned to the Commission
within 15 days following the
close of each season. No raw
alligator skins may be shipped
from the state afﬁer 60 days.
following thé close of eéch
season.without first obtaining

a permit from the Commission.
ﬁaw qlligator skins transpbrted
in thé course of a commercial
activity, shipped or transported
within the state must be labeled
with tags issued by the Commission
describing the number of skins,
the consignor, shipping point;
consignee and destination. All
parts of alligators, other than
-the raw skins, shipped or trans—-
ported within or out of the state
must be clearly labeled with the
"license number of the alligator

hunter and the number of the

S
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official tag which was attached to
the alligator skin, |
THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED
that the administrative responsibility
for conducting this season shall rest
with J. Burton Angelle, Director of the
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Com-
mission,
THE CHAIRMAN: Marc, you wanted to state
a motion? |
. MR. DUPUY: Yes, Mr., Chairman. 1If the
procedﬁre outlined by Allan is’the proper and
correct procedure;;then I would like to move that

we request the Governor to take appropriate steps

‘to put into motion the beginning of the deregula-

tion of thé alligator in the other parishes that
are named in this concurrent resolution.

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you have heard
the mdtioﬁ. Do I have a-second?

MR. LUTTRELL: I will second it.

THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Luttrell.
All in favor say aye. | o

IN UNISON: Avye.

-
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THE CHAIRMAN: None opposed, so ordered.
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, the alligator
population in the coastai portions
.Qf Louisiana has increased as a result
of rigid law enforcement protection to
a level beyond that cqnsidered as
endangered or threatened, and
WHEREAS, this ovefpopulation
can be reduced only through wise wild-
life management practices, and
WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wild
Life and FisheriesACommission has suc-
cessfully established procedures by

which alligators can be harvested on

a sustaineq yield basis,

NOW THEREFORE BE 1IT RESOLVEb
that the Louisiana Wild Life and |
Fisheries Commission does hefeby e
request the Governor's Office to

'— ' petition the U. S. Department of the

®
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fnterior to remove the American alli-~
gator from the threatened and endangered
categories in the following poftion of

" Louisiana:

| : | ' Beginning at the mouth of the

| Pearl River which serves as the
boundary line of the State of

Mississippi and Louisiana north-
ward along the state line to
Interstate Highway 10; westward
along Interstate Highway 10 to
the junction of Interstate
Highway 12; wegtward along
Interstate 12 tﬁ the incorpor-
atéd city limits of Baton Rouge;
northwestward along the incor-
porated city limits of Baton
Rouge to the Mississippi River
to the point where Highway 190
crosses; westward along Highway
190. to Ragley, Louisiana} west= "’

~ward along Louiéiana Highway 12

to the Calcasieu Parish line;

a0
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westward along the parish line

to the Sabine River and boundary
line between Texas and Louisiana
and south along this line to the
Gulf of Mexico. This will include
portions or all of the following
parishes: "Acadia, Allen, Aécension,
Assumption, Beauregard, Calcasieu,
Cémeron, East Baton Rodge, Ibefia;
Iberville, Jefferson, Jefferson
Davis, Lafayetté; Lafourche;-
Livingston, Orleans, Plaquemines;
Pointe Coupee; St, Bernard; St.
Charles, St. James, St. John the
Baptist, St. Landry, Sf. Martin; '
St. Mary, St. Tammany, Tangipahoé;
Terrebonne, Vermilion and West

Baton Rouge.

MR, ENSMINGER: Now, Mr. Chairmaﬁ, this
alligator subject seems to be going on and on but
there is probably a third resolution that it would
be well for the Commission to adopt at this time,

and this addresses itself to the Internationgl

1]
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Trade Convention Treaty which governs endangefed
species of wildlife and fauna,

This was a convention that was entered
iﬁto in March of 1973 by the United States and
some 89 participating countries, However, jdst
recently has the eleventh country'ratified this
International Treaty, which makes it a binding
treaty upon all of the countries that signed.
The United States signed the treaty about a year
and a half égo, but recently Canada made the
eleventh‘country to enter into the treaty, so tﬁis
in effect makes the treaty binding upon all the
countries that signed_it originally.

The American alligator was listed on
Appendix I of the animals in this internaﬁional
‘treaty.. Uﬁder that particular appendix; animals
cannot be shipped or exported or imported in
international trade. . The convention will recon-
vene in Névember of 1976 in Switzerland. At that
time the United States government should reéuest
tﬁat the American alligator be moved to.Appendix
I1 of the International Trade Conventioﬂ, which

would then_again permit under exportQimport permit

-
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systems the exporting of American alligator skins
into international trade.
As all of you are aware, in the 1973

alligator season in Cameron Parish, we received

%apwérds of §14 a foot for American alligator»skins

In the 1975 season whep there was only American
industry available to buy the skins, we received
an averagé price of $7.88 a foot. The American
fashion industry does not prefer large scale

alligator skins, The European fashion industry

‘does prefer the big skins and consequently they

pay a much higher price, a very premium price for
big alligator skins. i

So, it would-be very wise for the United
Stateg to gef.the,alligator moved onto the appen-
dix where it would stimulate a more commgrcial
aspect of the alligator. The animal 1is cértaiﬁly
a commercial animal. ' By no stretéh of the imagin-
ation 1s he a gahe animal, even though a féw
people do want to hunt them for trophies. So the
animal should be used to 1its maxiﬁum potential
for commefcial animal and we would like to request

that the Governor again write a separate letter

S
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or two months ago the eleventh country finally had

reéuesting that the Uﬁited States government make
every effort to try and have the American alli-
gator removed from Appendix I of the International
Trade Convention Treaty.

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you have heard}
Mr. Ensminger's recommendation,

MR. THOMPSON: Let me ask you something.
One thing I didn't quite understand. There are
89 countries that have signed up and we have just
had eleven of them ratify it, which mean; what;
it takes so many for it to become law?

MR. ENSMINGER: Yes, Jimmie; The treaty
itself required that more than ten na;ions ratify
the International Convention. There were 89
countries that attended the convention. At the
present time there may have been one or two Qddi—

tional countries, but some month and a half ago

ratified the International Convention.

MR, THOMPSON: Which means then ten
countries have to vote to change it from I to II1?
MR. ENSMINGER: You have to have a two-

thirds majority of the signing nations.

©
992 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new orleans
Eee; .



45

MR. THOMPSON: Of the 897

MR. ENSMINGER: That's right. - And 1
might add additionally here, Ted Joanen recently
went to Australia to attend the IUCN meeting,
which is the international convention of scientistsg
that more or less are the scientific community
that will advise the international tréaty group.
At that ﬁeetingiin Australia, they passed a
resolution of the IUCN group, unanimoﬁsly support-
ing the delisting of the American alligator from
Appéndix I to Appendix II. .So, we do have the
support of the scientific community of the world
to uphold our request if we can get'the U. S. Fish

and Wildlife Service or the appropriate agency of

A

the United States -- it may be the State Departmen:

that represents the United States at this'fifst

convention -- but whatever agency of our govern-
~ment represents us at’this thing should request

that the animal be delisted. ‘

MR. THOMPSON: Well, I am extremely

disappointed becaqse when those two federal boys

~appeared and talked to us -- what was that, two

years ago? Or was it one year? Two years ago

POt
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we requested then that they start by mail, by
lét;er, polling the nine or ten countries that
were signed up at that time, to delist and move
it over to Appendix 11, and it hasn't been done.
I am mﬁst disappointed in them that they haven't
foilowed through, 1In other words, it seems to me
like ﬁow we are just starting all over again.

But 1 would like‘to point out one other
thing, too, to give you a for-instance because of
the market. A 12?foot alligator at $4; roughly $4
a foot, and that's what they brought; would bring
$48 last year where a seven-foot alligator at
approximately $8 a foot, which is almost half the
size, brought $56. So this 1s an ineduity in the
marsh; this causes the people to catch the'young;
breeding ‘'gators, thexfeﬁales; which are ail ﬁnder
seven-foof, and it also leaves the bull 'gators
.which are of course cannibalistic and will‘even eat
a seven-foot female aliigator. It 1is all out of
kilter, so it is most important tﬁat it be done;
s0 I make the motion,

MR, WILLE: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Motion made by Mr.
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Thompson, secbnded by Mr. Wille. All in favor
say aye.
IN UNISON: Aye. .
THE CHAIRMAN: Hearing no opposition,
so ordered. | |
(The full text of ihe
ffgsolﬁtion 1s here made
é‘part of the record.)
WHEREAS, the United States
entered into an International Tradg
Convention Treaty knoﬁn'as the Inter-
national Trade Convention Treaty in
Endéngered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora, and
| '.WHEREAS; this Treaty lists
the American alligator on Appendix I; and
WHEREAS, animals.listed on
this Appendix cannot be éxéofted £rom
the United States 'in International
Trade, and
WHEREAS, this prohibition has -
severely depressed the monetary value

of alligator skins harvested from the
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Louisiana coastal marshes,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wild Life and Fish-
eries Commission does hereby réquest

... . that the Governor's Office contact the
appropriate officiéls in the U, S.
Depaftment of Interior and the U. S.
Department of State and make a formal
request ihat action be taken to request
that the-alligator‘be moved from
Appendix I to Appendix II of the Inter-
national Trade Conventién Treaty in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauﬁa and
Flora éo that legally tak;;walligator
skins can be offered for sale in inter-
national trade and that export and import
permits be issued for this purpose.

MR. ENSMINGER: The next item I have for
your consideration is a request from Amoco ProF
duction Company for a Qell location on Rockeferler
Refuge. As you 6111 recall, a couple of months

ago the Commission took under consideration a

geophysical request from Amoco to evaluate one

517
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of their existing leases on Rockefeller. They
conducted their geophysical program and have come
up with a new location on our State Lease 4080 in
one of the impoundments on Rockéfeller, and this
will involve the extension of‘an existing roadway
on the Refuge some 410 feet.

“In view of. the fact .that they are drill-
ingthewell off of a road system and the extension
of an e#isting roadway, I would recommend that the
Commission authorize the constructionvof this road
for the drilling site. |

MR. WILLE: I will move it,.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Wille.

MR. DUPUY: 410 feet?

MR. ENSMINGER: Yes.

MR, bUPﬁY: And off an existing road?

MR. ENSMINGER£ Yes, it is to run off an
existing roadway. |

MR, DUPUY: I will second it,

THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Dupuy.
All‘in'favor:say aye. |
"IN UNISON:  Aye.

'THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

[-Y+] '
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(No response)
THE CHAIRMAN: Hearing none, so ordered.
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a.part of the record.,)
WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wild
Life and Fisheries Commission has
recelived a request from Amoco Production
Company to construct an access foad on
State Lease 4080, Well No., 5 on the
Rockefeiler Wildlife Refuge in Cameron
Parish, and /
WHEREAs; this work can be
performed without adversely affecting
the Refuge, |
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOL&ED
that the Louisiana wild Life and'Fisﬁ;
erieg Commission does hefeby granf
ﬁermission to Amoco Production Companf
to construct an access road on State
Lease 4080 to service their Well No.- 5.

This road shall be constructéd in the

manner as set forth in Amoco's original

2608
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lease and in the best construction pro-
" cedure compatible with wildlife manage-.
ment practices, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the Director is hereby authorized to
sign all documents pertaining to this
matter,. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Yancey, you can just
sit there and handle this. | o |

- MR. YANCEY: Mr. Chairman and Members
of the Commiésion, last year the Commission pur-
chased 3,000 acres of bottomland hardwoods up in
Ouachita Parish and established the Ouachita
Wildlife Management Area. At the time the Com-
mission pugchased that property it also acéuired
100 percent of the mineral rights,.

The Mineral Board has received an
applicatipn to nominate two tracts actually
occupying,all 3,000 acres for a mineral lease
bid and of course they would like to have the
éoncurrence of the Wild Life and ?isheries Com-~
mission before advertising thgse two tracts.

One of them would be 2£400 acres, the other would

po v :
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each one of the two items, covering both items.

be 600 acres.

We would recommend that you approve of
the advertisement of these two tracts for bids
through the Mineral Board and also that you adopt
the same rules and regulations that would control
the mineral operations on that area that we are
using now on the Russell Sage Game Management Area,

MR. DUPUY: I so move, Mr..Chairman; in
separate motions, because thefé are two items on
the agenda. 1Items 9 and 12,

MR. LUTTRELL: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Dupuy,
seconded bj Mr. Luttreli.. All in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: You need another motion;
Maréi on No; 127 |

MR, DUPUY: I made separate motions for

(The full text of the

resolution is here made
- a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, the Mineral Board |

by letter dated July 6, 1976 has

00
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advised that two tracts have been
nominated for lease in the Commission-
owned Ouachita Wildlife Management Area
in Ouachita Parish,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED -
that the Louisiana Wild Life and Fish-
eries Commission does hereby approve |
of fhe Mineral Board advertising for
bids covering the two tracts on the
Ouachita Wildlife Management Area, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
apprﬁpriate rulés and regulatioﬁs be
made a part of any leases that may’be
issued to insure against any damages or
any interference with the Commission's
wildlife management area program,

| (The rules and regulation
hereinabove referred to
are here made a part of
the recofd.) |
RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR OUACHITA WILD-
LIFE MANAGEMENT AREA, LOCATED IN OUACHITA

PARISH.

HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
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Specific regulations to be incorporated
in all mineral leases:

Entry into the area for drilling and pro-

duction operations shall, as far as prac-

ticable, be by road, location approved in
advance by the Louisiana Wild Life and
Fisheries Commission. A minimum.amount
of lines and all permanent superstructure
shall be uséd and tank batteries shall be
so located and maintained as to avoid
pollution of streams and othér portions
of the leased fremises and none of the
above construction work shall be done
without first submitting plans for the
construction of roads, pipelines, tank
batteries, salt water disposal systemsand

other permanent installations to the

State Mineral Board and the Wild Life and

Fisheries Commission, for approval,
rejection or modification, and all con-
struction plans will be presented to the
Wild Life and Fisheries Commission and

other aﬁproving pafties for study for

[-1:]
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a minimum of fifteen (15) days prior to
approval date. Special precautions in

developing access to drilling sites in

areas already intensively improved for

wild life may be required as mutually

agreed upon by the mineral lessee and the

Wild Life and Fisheries Commission. No
such construction will be approved that

is likely to permit water pollution.

All roads constructeﬁ into drilling sites
shall be graveled, right-of-ways and site
locations shall be cleared of all timber

-- no windrowing. Any damage to existing
roads, etc. will be repaired. All roads
constructed to drilling sites or producing
wells shall be used‘as access for publié
hunters.

Levees and fire guards shall be so con-
structed around tank batteries; separators;
and boilers as to decrease fire hazards and
to prevent water pollution, and wherever
practical, such levees and fire guards

shall be bonded to the base after the

Q
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removal of the Vegetation and by means
of a core trench. |

4, To prevent pollution all salt water shall
be reinjegted into subsurface formations.

In situations where it is not deemed prac-
tical to do this the State Mineral Board ,
and the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission shall be ad&iséd and 1its
approval obtained of such other methods

of diséosal_as shall prevent pollution.

5. Flafes shall be burned only when necessary
and all flares that are burned shall be
flared in a burning pit. 1In situations
where ié is deemed necessary to burn flares,
the State Mineral Boafd and the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commissioﬁ shall be
advised and their approval obtained.

6. All permanent structures placed on the leased
premises shall be so constructed as to create
minimum fire hazards and so as to result in
avoidance of pollution of water bottoms and
other portioné of the leased premiées and

mihimum disturbance. or harm to the game and

-] . .
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wildlife inhabiting said area.

7. Lessees shall comply with all current rules

and regulations of the Wild Life and Fish-

- erles Commissiop for the protection of
game and wildlife, and particularly, no
hunting, fisping or any other activities\
harmful or destructive to game or wildlife
shall be permitted on the leased premises
or any other part of said game preserve.
Upon completion of dtilling operations no.

" loud noise~making machinery will be used
in carrying out production operations.

8. All drilling and producing operations shall
be conducted under the strict supervision of
the State Mineral Board and the Department
of Conservation and shall be subject to the
prevéiling laws, ruies and regulations of
the Department of Conservation.

SPECIFIC REGULATIONS TO BE INCORPORATED
IN ALL SEISMOGRAPH OPERATIONS: o
Seismograph will not be conducted during
the hunting éeason. |

The Company will pay for all timber and

[}
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;urface damages caused by theilr crews

or other designated crews,

All road damages will be paid for or
repaired by the Company.

Seismic crews will notify the Russell
Sage Area Supervisor two days prior to
any seismic operations.

No seismic shot points shall be within
one-half mile of the existing l4-1inch
water wells within the green tree water-
fowl impﬁundment.

No firearms by any crew or any personnel.
connected with the'seismic operations.

No intoxicating liquors shall be

allowed on the property and.also}no
gambling on the property.

No unauthorized trespassing of any kind;
A Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission agent shall be assigned to
any project and be on the job at all times.
This seismic agent's name will be gubmitted
to the district office prior to the

operations., His salary will be reimbursed

S0 '
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by the oil company to the Louisiana Wildv
Life and Fisheries Commission.

MR. YANCEY: The Justiss Mears 0il Com-
pany holds a lease on the Russell Sage Wildlife
‘Management Area in Ouachita Parish, and they
would.like to go on their lease and drill a well.
The well location is immediately adjacent to the
Commissioﬁ's existing gravel road that rums down-
through the_prOperty, which would mean that they
would need to use about three miles of that-grayel
road in order‘to gain access to the drilling site
E? and also conduct their normal operations in putting
the well location in,

We would recommend that the Commission

|
approve of Justiss Mears proceeding with the
drilling of that well provided that they agree
to comply with all of the rules and regulations
i that are set forth in their lease as well as
f agreeing to spread about three inches of gravel
the entire three-mile length of this road for
a'width of about 16 feet, and that theylalso agree
to keep the drilling site clean of any trash at

all times, maintain the road and in the event

000 v .
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théy have a dry'hole; then that they would remove
all trash and other debris from the site and
return the site to its original condition.
fHE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you have heard
the recommendation ., |
MR. THOMPSON; So move. C
MR. WILLE: Second. |
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr; Thompson;
seconded by_Mr. Wille. All in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: Aye.. |
.THE CHAIRMAN: Hearing no'obposition, so
orde:ed. | |
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a parf of the record.)
WHEREAS Justiss Mears 0il _
Company proposes to drill a well in
the SE 1/4 of the NW 1/4 of Section 30;
T 17 N, R 5 E, on -State Lease 6842; and
WHEREAS Justiss Mears proposes’
to gain access to the drilling site by
utilizing the Commission's gravel road

extending southward from Interstate 20, and

0o9s ' - L
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R

WHEREAS, the use of the road
by Justiss Mear§ will bring about sub-
stantial additional maintenance problems,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Wild Life and Fisheries Com-
mission does hereby approve of Justiss
Mears drilling thé well at the proposed
location provided it is agreed by Jus-
tiss Mears that it will spread gravel
to a thickness of three (3) inches and
sixtéen (16) feet in width}the length
of the gfavel rdad southward to thg
drilling éite prior to beginning oper-
ations and that the Company will grade
this roéd<pe;iodically and as necessary
go maintain its condition equal to that
present at the time of this resolutioﬁ;
and |

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
in clearing the drilling site né wind-
rows of trees will bé left around the
driliing site; further that a gravel

road with culvert, rather than a board

6 )
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road, will be constructed leading off
the Commission's road to the drilling
site and no debrié or litter will be
left around‘the site. In the event
~—- - the drilling site is abaﬁdoned, the
‘ surface will be leveled to original
ground elevations; ana
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
all other rules and regulatiéns-as set
forth in the lease wi}l be complied with
and that éépies of this resolution will
be forwarded to Justiss Mears 0il Company
and the State Mineral Boa§§.~
MR. YANCEY: One other item on the
agenda pertains to the Rockefeller Refuge; The
Mineral Board.has.advanced a proposal that geo=
physical operations be conducted along the shore-
line of southwest Louisiana, generally from
Sabine Pass'over to Southwest Pass, with north/
south seismic lines being run for a distance of
two miles inshore and a distance of two miles
offshore at two-mile intervals up and down the

shoreline‘there.

/
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They feel that this will provide infor-
mation that would be useful in future oil and gas
operations in that part of the state, and they are
proposing that the Commission consider granting
Aqudtronics a permit to go on Rockefeller'Reiﬁge,
at least the lower ext:emity of Rockefeller
Refuge, in order to conduct these seismic opera-
tions.

This would involve, geﬁeraliy speaking;
about eight shop points per mile, and the shot
iines wouid run two miles northward from the beach
along the south shore of Rockefeller Refuge.

.Of'cdurse, we all know in the past all
seismograph operations or authorizations on Rocke-
feller,have aiwaysAbeen sold to the highest bidder
through the Mineral Board after bids were solicited
through the regular advertising channels. This
woulé differ somewhat frém_the procedure, consid-
erably from the procedure that has been used in
tﬁe.pasc, but basically this is the proposal, and
the Mineral Board would like to haQe the views of
our Commiésion before going forward with this

program,

o .
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. THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Dupuy, 1if you will
comment on this at this time; we met with the
Mineral Board last week, as Mr. Yancey said,'and
Mr. Dupuy was on that committee at the'time, and
we asked him to contact the Aétorney General's
office and get us a ruling. Go ahead, Marc,.

MR. DUPUY:. M:. Chairman, the Attorney
éeneral's office has prepared and doesn't have for
us to read this mornirg but will'haVe in the next
few days an opinion, saying that there will be no
violation of the deed of déﬁation if the proposed
i seismic work 1s conducted.

However, quite aside from the Attorney
General's oéinion, because of the past policies and
procedures, I think it might be wise for us to
ask the Mineral Board to have sealed bidding for
that purpose.

MR. WILLE: .To include in that, we can
also state in the bid, or request for bid; that
copy be furnished the Mineral Board, and that the
miﬁimum bid we will accept will be $1,000 a mile
or $125 per shot, whichever is greater.

MR, DUPUY: Yes, I think that is

paosi HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans

8883

— - - - . . Se -



65

appropriate.

I would so move that we ask the Mineral
Board to advertise for sealed competitive bidding
with a minimpm.of $1,000 pef mile or $125 per
shot point, whichever is the greater, insofar as
Rockefeller Refuge 1s concerned.
| MR. YANCEY: Would.this be conditioned
upon the proviéion that they receive an applica-
tion from Aquatronics or some other similar -~

MR; WILLE: Dick, in the past that has
been -- | |

MR. YANCEY: It would have to be because
I don't think the Mineral Board would advertise
anything unless they had a valid application sub-
mitted to them with a check of about $200vto cover
the cost of'the advertising. That is the usual
procedure.

MR. WILLE: I think the man from Aqua-
tronics yégterday agreed fhat they were going to
make application on the thing.

| MR. YANCEY: I didn't really get that
impression, He talked to Ensminger folléwing our

discussion yesterday afternoon, and fhey may or
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may not apply, so I think you would want to pht
into your resolution the fact that that would be
conditioned upon receipt of applicafion for tﬁat.

MR, DUPUY: I was assuming that they
had -- I know that there has been an application
and ;n view of the request for sealed bidding,
there may not be, but if there is, then we should
proceed in that direction. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you have heard
the motion ﬁy Mr. Dupuy. Do I have a second?

'MR.‘THOMPSON: ‘I would like to amend ﬁhe
motion or ask Marc to amend it to include the fﬁr-
nishing of the Mineral Board with a copy.

MR. DUPUY: Of the information?

MR. THOMPSON: Yes.

MR.. DUPUY: Yes, that would be in keep;
ing with the application, I believe,

THE CHAIRMAN: That 1s your original.
motion? |

MR. DUPUY: Yes, sir.

MR. WILLE: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Wille.

All in favor say aye.
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IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response)

Hearing none, so ordered.

THE CHAIRMAN: That takes care of all
your business?

MR. YANCEY: Yes.

THE CHAIRMAN: Who is taking Joe
Herring's place this morning? |

MR, YANCEY: We have Jerry Farrer, a
biologist in fhe Game Division, that will handle
Mr. Herring's business on the agenda. They had
asked that I start off on the season recommenda-
tions for the setting of dates for migratory bifds.

We have been given the tentative frame-
work,~bag limits and season lengthsby the U. S.
Fish & Wildlife Service. There are several repre-
sentativeg of the press here, 8o we would like to
emphasize that these dates that the Commission is
getting ready to act are strictly tentative,
There is a remote chance that they might‘have to
be changed. The Service has to leave these

announced dates open for 'public comment for about

[ v .
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15 days and in the event that there woula be some
overwhelming evidence submitted to them that some
change had to be made, then such a change could be
made, but the dates that the Commission is about

gb sét are tentative., 1 see we have Mike Cook,

Rich Gresham and some of the other news media
peOpie here in the audience.

The proposed dates on the dove season
are basically this. Generally speaking, they are
similar to what we had last year, They have
6ffered 70 days of dove hunting with bag limits,
daily bag limit of 12, The proposed dove season
dateé for Louisiana as recommended to the Commis-
sion are as follows:

In fhe North Zone of Louisiana, which
lies above Intefstate 10 and 12, it is proposed
that the dove season be split into three segments;
with the first segment extending ffom.September 4
through the 19th for 16 days, the second segﬁentu
extending from October 16 through November 14 for
30 days, the third segment, Decembér 18 to Janu-
ary 10_fof_24 days.,

In the South Zone the dove season would
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bé split into two segments of those 70 days; the
first segment beginning October 16 and extending
through November 28, the second}segment beginning
‘Decemberhi8 and extending through January 12,

Now, shooting hours will be as they have
been in the‘past, beginning at 12:00 Noon and‘
extending through suhsét of each da& during the
season, |

The Zone line again is I-10 from the
Texas state line to Baton Rouge, and I-12 from
Baton Rouée to Slidell, and I-10 from Slidell :to
the Mississippi state line. That interstate
highway system separates the south zone in the
Louisiana from the north 2zone.

Noﬁ,Alast yéar a survey was made by the
Commission to determine what the kill of doves in
Louisiana was during the '75-'76 season. Jerry;.
do you want to go up to the chart here. This
chart shows the distribution of the dove harvest
in the state last season by regions of the state.
The blue figures at the top in each area represent
the kill in the September season. For example,

in northwest Louisiana and in northeast Louisiana

[=1<] ‘
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the kill was 111,000 and 154,000, réspectively,

in those two September segments of the dove season
last fall. In the October-November segment, the
kill was 49,000 in the northwgst, 57,000 in the
‘northeast, and the last December-January segment
last year it was 27,000 in northwest, 33,000 in
northeast. So, you Caﬁ see the preponderance of:
the dove kill last year in the northern part of
the state took place in the September segment of
the three-way split dove season. In the southern
part of tﬁe state you will see that the kill was
broken up into two ségments. The October-November
segment was 176,000 doves taken, 123,000 .in the
December-January segment.

-So;hthe:e is a considerable difference
in the dove harvest by segment of the dove season
and by region of the season, and of course this
is the type information fhat is used in formulat-
ing the recommendations for the dove season for
the '76-'77 season, We thought that those figures
would be of interest to all the members of the
Cbmmissioh.

MR. DUPUY: Dick, before you go on and

%
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while we are on the subject of statistics, I
believe that the total kill in the early 8plit;fiﬁ
September 6 to 21 of last year, for instance, 1is
a little bit misleading in the respect that 1 feel
the greéﬁ abundance of birds are killed on the -
first weekend and that having a 16-day split,
a l6-day first season, is pretty much wasting
days toward the end‘of that first season, and I
would like to ask the staff this year to attempt
to break down in its statistics the kill during
the'first split, the September season of September
ﬁth to the 19th, and see if we can't come up with
some sort of statistics with reg&rd to how mény
are killed the first ﬁeekend, or the percentage .
killed the first weekend, the second weekendtén&'
let's say the last few days of that.season,
because I think maybe we are wasting a few days
~towards the end of the 19th of September that we
might be able to use perhaps éfter the 10th of
January. If we could have alittle bit better
statistical information we would mgybe be able
to better use our days next year.

MR. YANCEY: These figures, of course,

T
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111;000;~154,000; that covers the entire September
segment of last fall's dove season., We don't have
a breakdown on the time within that 16-day period

in whiph the se doves were taken. That's what you

want,

MR. DUPUY: Yes, next year,

MR. YANCEY: 1If possible, we will see 1if
we can break that down a 1ittie bit better to give
us a breakdown on what the kill say the first half
of the September segment would be as compared to
the éecond half of the September segment. I think
that is what you are aiming at. I don't know
whether it is possible or not but we'll have our
people take a look at it and see if they can do
that.

‘MR. DUPUY: ' In thirds dr halves'or
however best it can be done.

Mr. Chairman, do you want a separate
motion on the fixing of the dove season?’

THE CHAIRMAN: I think we might as well
have one., What do you think, Dick?

MR. YANCEY: I‘think it would be desir-.

able in the event there is any discussion on one

-1 1
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of the other seasons.

MR. WILLE: So move,

MR. LUTTRELL: Second,

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Wille and
seconded by Mr, Luttrell, All in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?‘

(No response)

So ordered.

MR, YANCEY: For the hunting of rails,
tﬁe proposal 1is that the éeason would run for
70 days beginning November 6 and extending through
Janﬁary 14, This 1s basically the same type of
season we had last year, We would recommend the
Commission approve of these dates;

MR. LUTTRELL: I so move.

MR. THOMPSON: Secoﬁd;

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Luttrell,
second;d by Mr. Thompson. All in favor say aye.-

IN UNISON: Aye. | |

THE CHAIRMAN: All opposed?

(No response) |

Hearing none, so ordered.

060 ’ :
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MR. YANCEY: For the hunting of galii-
nules; the :ecommendation is to begin the season
on Septeﬁber 18, which would be concurrent with
the start of the teal season, and run through
NovemBer 26 for a 70-day season.

MR. LUTTRELL: I so move.

MR. THOMPSON: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved and seconded., All
in favor say afe.

- IN UNISON: Aye,
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposition?
(No response) |

Hearing none, so ordered.

MR. YANCEY: The proposal on the woodéock
season would be to have a 65-dayvseason beginning
December 4 and extending through February 6.

MR. LUTTRELL: I so move.

MR, THOMPSON: Second.

MR. DUPUY: Do you have a change on the'
woodcock. I thought you said February 6.

MR. YANCEY: The proposal --

MR. DUPUY: 1Is it February 28 on wood-

cock?
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MR. YANCEY: No, that's the framework;'
the framework within which you set the dates on -
woodcock season would be September 1 to February
28, and the proposed dates for the woodcock season
would be December & to Februarf 6 for 65 days; It
would be shortly ‘after the quail season opens and
shortly before it closes. I wish we could get a’
few more days of woodcock hunting, but.65 days 1is
as far as we have been able to gd. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved and seconded. All
in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: gAye;

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?>

(No response) |

Heafing none, so ordered.

MR. YANCEY: We are allowed 107 days of
snipe hunting this year. |

THE CHAIRMAN: ;170 or 1077

MR. YANCEY: 107 days of énipe hunting -
as compared'to about 60 days of snipe hunting'in
the past. This represents considerable addition

in number of hunting days for snipe. The pro-

posed recommendation here would be to begin the
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snipe season November 6 and close on February 20,
1977.
MR, DUPUY: I so move, Mr., Chairman.
- MR. LUTTRELL: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Dupuy,
seconded by Mr. Luttre}l. All in favor say aye.
| IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response)

Hearing none, so ordered.

ﬁR. DUPUY: I would like also to commend
the staff for tbeir effofts in getting the addi-
tional days. I think that is a.very wise move.

MR. YANCEY: These birds are very
lightly hunted_in the state. The kill makes up
only a very minor percentage of the total popula--
tion and we feel certain that this is going to
offer some good opportunity for the hunters to
take advantage of snipe hunting in Louisiana, We
have a large population but they are hunted very
lightly. | |

ﬁR. DUPUY: Your statistics don't show

the number of birds shot at as compared to those

SO0
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killed!
o MR. YANCEY: That's right.

MR. THOMPSON: Shot at; they can't hit
them! You notice I sg}d “they" can't hit them!
Me, either!

MR. YANCEY: We are allowed, the teal
season again this year, to extend for nine days
during thé month of September. The proposal is
that the season be started on Saturday, September
18, and extend through Sunday, September 26, The
bag iimit would be four, possession limit eight,
shooting hours sunrise to sunset,

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me ask you this, Dick.
What are the.legal shooting hours on all the other
game we have approved above, the part from doves
down through teal? ‘

- MR. YANCEY: The legal shooting hours
"are sunset closures on all migratory birds, sunrisg
to sunset geﬁerally;during the waterfowl seasoh we
get 30 minutes before sunrise to sunset. Now on
resident game here in Louisiana it has béen 30
minutes before sunrise to sunset. We just got a

bill through the legislature that will legalize

©
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the shooting of resident game till 30 minutes>
after sunset, which is prime time for hunting deer
and other éuadrupeds. There is a difference in
shooting hours on some of these game birds and
animals. Some of them close at sunset, others

run until 30 minutes after sunset,

THE CHAIRMAN: Should we go down this
1list, just for the public's knowledge, and let |
you state eagh one, like the doves ;n down through
the teal, and give the time'shooting framework
on that. |

MR. YANCEY; 0. K. I gave the time on
dove shdoting hours; it 1is 12:00 Noon until sunset}
All the other shooting hours run from sunrise to
sunset,

MR. THOMPSON: Wait a minute. Gallinuleb,
rails, woodcock -- sunrise to sunset.

.MR.iYANCEY:; Jerry, do you have on
galliﬁules, do you have the_federal information
on that? They establisﬁ these shooting hours.
wé had better check on rails and Verify this
business on sunrise.

0. K. 1it:.does.differ. On rails, a half

200
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hour before sunrise to sunset.

MR. ENSMINGER: Richard; this is a real
problem on gallinules during that teal season,
getting a guy in the marsh 30 minutes before the

“?éai season starts, | |

MR. YANCEY: All right, let's go down
the list here as Mr. Berry suggested. I gave it
on rails and doves. On snipe it is a half hour
before sun:isé to sunset, On gallinules, a Aalf
hour before sunrise to sunset. Half hour before.
On the te#l season now it is sunrise to sunset,
Woodcock is a half hour before sunrise to sunset.

If everybody is totally confused now --

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, sir, and I am sure
the qulic will be, too.

MR, YANCEY: Teal and doves, everything
except teal and doves, is half hour before sunrise
to sunset, Teal is sunrise to sunset, dovés; it's
noon to sunset, 12:00 Noon to sunset. Some of
these fhings change ffom year to year also.

MR. THOMPSON: Not that teal; it doesn't
change. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Looks like some of that

000
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federal treachefy to me.

MR. THOMPSON: 1It's federal treachery;
it's worse than that.

MR. DUPUY: Did we vote on the teal?

THE CHAIRMAN: No, we have not, 1 ﬁeed
a motion,

MR, DUPUY: I move.

MR, LUTTRELL: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Dupuy,
seconaed by Mr. Luttrell, -All in favor say aye.
| IN UNISON: Aye. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

| (No response)

Hearing none, so ordered.

MR..YANCEY: We will call on Jerry Farrerx
now to proceed with the reéommendations on the
hunting of resident game. |

MR, FARRER: Mr. Chairman, the season
proposals‘for the 1976-77 hunting season are very
basically similar to those of last year. In ﬁhe
interest of expediency, we will just go through
these chaﬂges, with the permission of the Commis-

sion, ndting'the major changes in each section of
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the rather lengthy document that we have provided
to you here. | |

As in the past, the quail season opens
Thanksgiving, November 25, through February 28;
bag limit of 10, possession limit of 20,

 Rabbit, scheduled for October 2 through
February 28; daily ﬁag limit 8, possession limit 16

Squirrel, October 2 through January 93
daily bag limit 8, possession limitfiﬁ{:

Bear 1s in the same general area that
was last year scheduled,:0ctober 16 through
October 24; one per day, one'per season.. -

Deer, one per day, six per season;.withg
varying Opéning Qnd closing datgs according!fovf
hunting conditions and herd conditions, hisﬁbfy |
and herd conditions,‘as in the past. -

Turkey, daily bag limit of one, season
limit of three, gobblers only. The same rules
‘and regulations as to dogs, baiting, handguns and

" rifles prohibited as in the past.
| 'The same provisions apply as in the

past for raccoon and opossum,

Crows, the same provisions apply to

1]
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those,

Archery season, March 1; a notable
changé from last year's proposals and the season
held last year} Archery season 1s scheduled to
begin October 2, with the closing date closing
with the last day of gun season in each respective
season area. This Qill'put archery seasons clos-
ing at various times. We have five season areas.
The archery season is scheduled fo close with the
end of the guh season in each area.

In Area 1 the archery season'will close
on January 16, In Aréa 2 it will close on Janu-
afy 2, This includes Wildlife Management Areas
within those specific season areas.

In the past the archery season rémained
open statewiée until it was closed concurrent
with the closing of the last gun seasoﬁ that was
to occur in the state. Last year it closed
around the 16th. It stayed open until afdugd the
16th in all the other sections.

Th; season areas scheduled for the state
are the éame except one small change in boundary

in Catahoula Parish. ,Tﬁis was at the-request of
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the sportsmen and the policy jury, to shift some
territory from Area 1 into Area 2. This makes
the boundary more easily definable and is more
suitable to the people that hunt in this area.
The seasons generally follow the same

outline, the seasons as proposed. We are propbs-

‘ing a three-segment season as in the past. The

first segment is some form of still hunt., The
secoﬁd segments are universally opened on
November 26 this time; as Oppased to a prior
Thanksgiving opening for the past few years. Due
to the efforts by the Commission to open these
seasons on a weékend in order to preser§e some-
where around the same length of season, the
calendar through the years has marched us éteadily
forward into November and this year represents a
break from this, trying to get our season back to
where it was and shifting‘the entire season tﬁroug
these segments back somewhat, |

In Area 1 there is a change in the
recOmmendingﬁthe increase from four to nine days
this year, the first segment still hunt. The

second segment season opens November 26 and runs

124
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'Again they are the latest shift in opening dates.

S
L

through Decémber 12 in Aréa 1; The third segment
-- this is with or without dogs; beginning the
second ségment; as 1s with or without dogs for

the third segmént -- the season dates are December
18 through January 16 for the third segment.

Areas 2 and 3 have the same season,

The first segment 1is for still hpnting only.
There has been a slight reduction in the number
of days froﬁ,iast year, ,Schedﬁled to open Novembey
6, again for the same reason.as outlined before.'
Segment 2, which is scﬁeduled with or without dogs,
opens as Area 1 does on November 26;.keep1ng in
the tradition of the same opening dates for each
area whenever possible. Segment 3 in Area 2 1is
for 16 days. It closes on January 2, however;
keeping the tradition of earlier closure in the
hill areas. 1In the hill éreas‘the biology of the
deer is somewhat earlier than in the late'areaé;
and you actua11y~havé an antler shed in some.cases
in late Deceﬁber. When a guy kills his deer and
starts to load him, his antlers come off, Tra-

ditionally the people have prefefred an earlier
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closing date.
Areas 4 and 5 have the same boundaries

and generally the same season set up as the other

_areas discussed., Area 5 has traditionally been a

still hunt area and we have kept it this way this
year in our recommendations.

The major ?hange, wé think a construc?
tive change, that has come‘about this year in
proposals 1is with either sex hunting. 1 will
turn the map around. This'repfeseﬁts considerable
effort to get some continuity in the either sex
hunting season. In the past there has been some
confusién as.té boundaries, the number of days
allowed and 8o forth. .This is an effort to clar-
ify these. Areas that had very similar seasons
and when they ﬁere closely located were given the
same season this year. This didn't represent any
great éhanges, reélly. I think perhaps West Baton
Rouge and.Avoyelles received some either sex hunt-
ing where they had not in the past and it actually
resulted in a reduction of either sex hunting in
some areas, the most notable examples being Tensas,

Madison and Concorgia. We think this will be

gga HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC.,, the complete convention service in new orleans

29




86

better acceptedlby the sportsmen, easier under-
stood; and of course will fit well in the manage-
ment of deer in the state.

The bear séason, as' I mentioned before,
is again a nine-day season, October 16 through 24
#nd exactly the same area as last year.

All other éspécts of the season are th;
same as last year.

I am going to switch maps here for turk

The turkey season again has a éonsiderable change

which we think is for the befter. Turkeys have
been restocked in the staﬁe in various locations,.
It has aone quite well in most areas gnd in the
last few yea:s we saw almost a constant expansion
of new territory being opened to hunters as the
flocks increaséd and could safely be hunted.

This year, with the cooperative efforts
of three districfé, a considerable amount of new
territory has been opened. In doing so it filled
in the gaps and sWallowed'ub last year's Areas A,
F, G and J, which is now pictured in Area A.

The general opening and closing dates

for turkey season and the amount of time allowed

?
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for turkey hunting is basically the same; one
exception being Area D;>which has been moved
slightly earlier, opening date.

The Wildlife Management Areas; which we
will consider next, have had some change, although
basically keeping the same pattern, We have asked
for the exclusion of' drag seines in all Wildlife
Management Areas to commercial fishermen, with the
exception of minnow seines. |

There has been a conéiderable expansion
on all the Game Managemeﬁt Areas for small game.
< Small game hunting has no detrimental hunting
| ' effect on the areas and we have expanded th; small
T game'seasons. Most all areas that have squirrel
S and rabbit have an additional late sduirrel ;ndv

rabbit season this yéér, generally beginning{
December 4 and extending through the 17th.,- Some
' had to begin on the 6th, due to conflict of seasong
bﬁt we think this is a step forward. o
Also,.there is the full quail, woodcock

and snipe seéson,-where applicable, have been

| , allowed on these management areas.

) o

— 4 In addition, additional bucks only

{
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hunting seasons for deer ﬁave been allowed on most|.
all of them. |

One major change is that waterfowl hunt-
ing has been limited to a half-day this year on
all Wildlife Management Areas. Studies show that
we can keep the birds longer and provide better
‘hunting aﬁd more saéisfactory hunting with one-
half day shooting. |

Specific changes in specific Management
Areas, I'will'jgstvkind of brush through here;
provisions for afchery hunting have been extended
to Point-Au-Chién and Salvador. Formerly archery
hunting had been restricted on these areas;

There has been a reduction proposed in’
the either sex deer seasons for Catahoula ﬁild;
life Managemént Area. We recommended a reduction
from five days to three days. Loggy Bayoua Wild;
life Management Area in the northwestern part of
the stafe, which was formerly an archery only
area, is #gain this year scheduled for a gun hunt.
Last year it received a two-day bucks only gun

hunt. This year it is scheduled for ten days,

. bucks only gun hunt, ’ﬂ'

(1]
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The new areas of Ouachita and Pomme de
Terre have been given seasons concurrent with the
outside in order to establish a season on them,
As boundary marking and development gets under wayﬁ
there will be more intensive management on these
areas, but this year these areas have been provided
for in our regulations. -

On the Jackson-Bienville Wildlife Manage-
ment Area in Jackson and Bienville Pariéhes, which
has beén the.éreé for the,last.five years with an
experimenfal either sex season, they have had 25_
days there for the last five years. Analysis of
data and a look at our data gathered shows that
perhaps it would be in the better,interest at this
season to reducé the deer season to ten days and
it is so recommended this year.

In addition to thé changes mentioned this
year for the Wildlife.Manﬁéement Areas; we are pro-
posing a season for muzzieloading firea?ms: The
proposals are for a season on weekends, December &
through Sth aﬁd December 18 through 19th; on
Lutcher-Moore, Sabine, Alexandria Forest, and’

Spring Bayou Wildlife Management Areas.

e .
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us. Would you like to make any comments on this?

'1s very satisfied with the efforts made by this

'8portsmen. Thank you.

This concludes the changes in this year's
proposals as cémpared to last year's; Mr. Chairman.
If there i1s any specific area you would like to go
into;~we can discuss that,

THE CHAIRMAN: Does anybody wish to be
heard? Anybody got any comments on it? Mr,

McGovern,.how are you doing? Glad to have you with

I didn't see you.

MR. JAMES D. McGOVERN, JR.: No, I think
we are fairly well satisfied.

THE CHAIRMAN: Does anybody in the press
need any clarification of anything they want?

MR, McGOVERN: It has been requestéd that
I put thaf officially on the tape!

At the reqdest of one of my old frfends,

Allan Ensminger, the Louisiana Wildlife Federation

Commission to acknowledge the requests-of the

THE CHAIRMAN: Joe Herring must have

messed up somewhere 1f they are completely satis-

fied! (Laughter)

[}
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MR. DUPUY: He hasn't done it perfectly.
I recommend that in the either sex for deer sec-
tion of the regulations that the parishes be
1isted alphabetically. It will make it easier.
reading. o

Mr. Chairqan, I move adoption of the
recommendations.

MR. THOMPSON: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr,. Dupuy;
seéonded by Mr. Thompson. All in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

1ot
ti o~

o , THE CHAIRMAN: Hearing no Opposition;
so ordered. |
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the recoré.
WHEREAS, recommendations as
made by the Game Division and Deer
Committee of the Louisiana Wild Life
' | and Fisheries Commission have been v
i presentéd, and
WHEREAS, these recommendations

have been made with much work and

£
I
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forethought put into their consolida-
tion,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wild Life and Fish-
eries Commission accept these recommenda-
tions as made for the 1§7§-77 hunting
season in Louisiana.
(Copy of the detailed
rules.and regulations
as adopted above is:
éppended hereto and
S . o - made a part hereof.)
.THE'CHAIRMAN: Mr. Wiile, I thought you -
were going to offer a motion this morning to make
i. those little yellow pamphlets large enough to
where a man coﬁld read 1it.
MR. WILLE: Yes, sir, I am going to make
: a motion and I am ﬁoping I am goiﬁg to get it
seconded, fhat we prinﬁ that pamphlet in a minimum
| this time of eight-point type and if we have to
put it in a béoklet formAand print it on cheaper
| paper in order to take up the slack of what it has

been qosting‘—— I know that they said it might be

[<]
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a little bit exéensive if we had to do it that
way -- but there is no sense in printing a bunch
of regulations and seasons without folks being
ablg to read 1t, 1 ﬁould like to make a motion
that we do that.
_ MR. THOMPSON?' You are showing your age;
aren't you? (Laughtér)" | *
MR. WILLE: I am doing it for your
benefit, Jimmie!
THE CHAIRMAN: Could I have a second to
Mr. Wille's motion? f ‘
MR. THOMPSON: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Thompson.
All in favor, say aye. |
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed?
(No résponse)
Hearing none, so ordered.
 MR. LUTTRELL: But as a way of explana-
tion, Jimmie Thompson doesﬁ't really read that
thing, he'doésn't obey it, he just goes ahead
and hunts!

MR. WILLE: Who ever said that Jimmie

[T
[ 1] .
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Thqmpson could read?

THE CHAIREAN: I will say this; Jimmie
Thompson'hunts around the world, and there 1is
élways a season open somewhere!

I know this is a little out of the ordin}
ary, but i am going to call a recess at this time
for about ten minutés. We will come back shbrtly.

(Whereupon, a brief recess was

'taken.)
AFTER THE RECESS: :
| THE CHAIRMAN: We will call the meeting
back to order agéin,-please. |
) MR. THOMPSON: Mr. Chalirman, I would
like to make a motion that we rescind the -- bear
with me one moment; where is this on the agenda?
MR; DUPUY: No. 11, | |
MR. THOMPSON: Let me make a statement
first that we have been in contact with the
Mineral Board and at their request they héve‘
asked that we not advertise for bids at the
present time.on Item 11, This was put in the

form of a motion I believe by Mr. Dupuy and

seconded by someone ove;.heré, so 1 would like

833 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC, ‘the complete convention service in new orleans
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_ Board.

to make a motion that we rescind our action on 11

on a temporary basis, at the request of the Mineral

THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motion. Do I
hear a second?

MR. FLUTTRELL: I will second that.

THE CHAIR&AN: Seconded by Mr. Luttrell;
All in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE'CHAIRMAN: 7Hear£ng no bpposition;~so
ordered.

| MR. DUPUY:i Mr. Chairman,_excuse me .
We still have Items 15 and 16. I was wondéring;
1 am going to have to leave 1in jpSt a minute,
| THE CHAIRMAN:  All right. We will set
the date for.the August meeting, August 16 and 17,

Dick, I believe you have the current
legis}atioh you wanted to report on,

MR. YANCEY: Mr. Chairman; of course as
we all know, this is just a summation of the legist
lation that }s pending in Baton Rouge at this timel
About 70 bills were introduced that would affect

Wild Life and Fisheries‘operations in Louisiana.

[:]
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One of the ﬁost'important, of course, 1is
the reorganization bill, which has now passed the
House. It has gone through the Senate Committee.
It is awaiting Senate floor action. The Louisiaga
Wild Life and Fisheries Commission would remain as
one of the major departments in the state; and we
feel that this 1is pfobably the most important
thing that has taken place up there. We have seen
consolidation of wildlife and fisheries and'other
prograﬁs-také place in other Sfates and almost .
wiﬁhout éxception that has weakened the wildlife-
and fisheries efforts in those states where coﬁ-
solidation has taken place. Here in Louisiana
the legislature has recogniéed the importance of
fish and wildlife management and has gone élong
or is going élong with separate departmental
status for Wild Life and Fisheries.

' There has been a whole host of bills
introduced pertaining to gill netting in coastal
waters, the establishment of bag }1mits or creel
limits on speckled trout and red fish and what-~
have-you. None of those bills has moved. They

are étill;'either have. been given unfavorable

DD
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slat traps for taking commercial fish in the state

reports or withdrawn, no action taken; They are
still more or less being held in various committees
in either the Senate or the House.
There was a bill that was introduced that
would close hunting oﬁ the Catahoula Wildlife Man-
agement Area up in Grant and Winn Parishes for a’
period of two years.. We have been'very much con-
cerned about that bill, There is‘going to be a
committee hearing on it this afternoon at one ~
o'clock and our Director ;s going to be on hand -
there to oppose the bill for many, mény reasons,
The Commission package of bills; which
included extending shooting hours on resident
game to 30 minutes after sunset;.setting'up illegal
possession penalties, the bill pertaining té the
apportionment.to Ducks Unlimited, all those have
gone through in good shape and have been signed
by the,Governor; f

There is a bill there that would legalize

on a statewide baéis. This bill is not moving.
There i1is a bill to legalize slat traps in LaSalle

Parish and this bill has just about gone the route

v
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of the legislature.

Theré are several bills pending up there
that would exempt certain groups of people in
Louisiana from having to buy hunting and fishing
licenses., We have succeeded in killing one of
those bills. Others are still pending in commit-
tee. We‘plan to opﬁose them because it would
reduce badly needed revenue if various groups of
people are exempt from buying hunting and fishing
licenses 1in Louisiana; but a ﬁumber of these bills
are still pending in committee, |

There is a universal fishing license
bill that was introduced. There has still béen
no committee hearing on that bill,

There is a bill that 1is pretty well
passed up there that would authorize the Comﬁis?
sion to permit the taking of bait shrimp during
closed season in coastal waters. Of course; this
is of considerable importance to the sport fish-

" ermen and the people that sell bait shrimp; and
fhe Commission has authorized this in the past
under legislative resolution, Now you are auth-

orized by statute to proceed with the allowing

& .
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of taking of bait shrimp in closed season in
coastal waters. |

| Now; one bill of great importance 1s the
bill that sets up the $5 million trust fund for
the State Wildlife Refuge in Vermilion Parish,
a Commission bill. It has passed the house. Yes-
tefday it passed the.Senate Committee on Revenue
and Fiscal Affaifs. It will go on to the Senate .
for Senate floor action. We are not aware.of any
opposition to:thét bill. If it passgs; it is prob-
ably going to mean somewhere around $300;000 a
year in revenue to the Commission once the $5
million level of the trust fund has been reached,
It calls for the State Treasurer to invest the
$5 million once it has been accumulated with the
income from the investment to be used to run the
State Wildlife Refuge in perpetuity., If any money
is left over, then it would be used for other
operations of the Commission, |

The capital outlay bill is still not

ﬁoving at an§ great speed. This is a bill of
great importance to the Commission in that we have

got projects that ca11~£6r financing in there,

SO
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local referendum, if that bill passed, it would

game management areas, and this would result in

boat ramés, land acquisition -~ we have about $4.5
million requested for land acquisition -- and we
expect that bill to begin to move sometime this
week,

There was one bill 1n.there to eliminate
the reduirement that shotguns be plugged for hunt-
ing resident game. fhat bill was killed in the
House Natural Resources Committee.

Generally I believe that summarizes most
of the bills that I think everybody would be inter-
ested in. | , “

There is one bill there that by local
referendum would permit the running of swine:on
pubiic or private lands in the state. This was of
great concern to us because we spent tens of
thousands -of dollars fencing these animals off somJ

of the Commission-owned Game Management Areas. By
permit the placement of these animals back on thes¢d

all sorts of problems with these animals competing
with deer and turkey and squirrel and other forms

of wildlife for food supplies on the game managemen

]
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areas,

Mr. Angélle and I talked to the author
of ;his bill; explained our serious reservations
about the bill, and it hasn't moved since then.
We don't know, We are just going to have to keep
a watchful eye on it. Hopefully it won't passs

'MR. LUTTRELL: Dick, these animals are
dreaded by the state and the federal forestry
service. Are they helping on 1it?

MR, YANCEY:- We are not aware of any
ﬁosition that they have taken on it, We have
explained our position to the author of the bill
and he listened vefy.attentively and we h0pé that
he won't move it, -

‘ MR. LUTTRELL: 'Well; they destroy a
complete section of ioung pine, and anyone oéning;
as 1 do -- of course, I am selfish in it -- pine
land that is not fenced would be déstroyed by'
that type of bill. You may get a lot of help if
you want it, | ,
| MR. YANCEY: TIf£ it looks like the bill
moves, we may call for help there.

MR, DUPUY: Dick, you might just as a

56
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with the law. You do not have to have hog wire,

matter of information; I won a case one time
involving a hunting club; representing a hunting
club, in which swine were coming onto the club
areg.‘ We had only a.barbed wire fence and postéd
sign§ of course and the hogs can't read and the
hog owners don't know the difference anyway and
don't care, but we Qon the caée; éaYing that thé
hogs are trespassers and we would have the right

to pick them up and dispose of them in accordance -

I mean hog-proof fence,
MR.'LUTTRELL; ’But if they pass this
biil you will, or lose your piné timber completely
THE CHAIRMAN: Years ago I was up in a
little town, I was just a kid, and my brother and I
weré sitting on the courthouse steps. This old |
man -- he might have been 60 but it seems to us
he was iOO -- walked by us,.coming out of the
courthouéé. He tapped'his walking cane on the
steps and sai&, "I want to tell you two boys sdme-
thing, and dén't'you forget this., Wild hogs and
kinfolks is poor damned property!”

Dick, do you want to comment on the
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Fly@ay Council meeting yoﬁ are going to éttend?
MR. YANCEY: O, K, Just an announcement
here. fhe Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Com-
mission staff and perhaps some éf the members will
be in attendance at the forthcoming meeting of
the Mississippi Flyway Council, It will be held
in Duluth, Minnesota, on August 2 and 3, At that
particular meeting the Council will function as a
unit on all matters other than hunting regulations
and in connéétidn with the deQelopment of its
recomhéndations on hunting regulations for the
forthcoming waterfowl season the Council will
split into two groups.

, Louisiana and the other five sfates in
the South will meet separately and this lower
flyway group will develop its own recommendations
on what we fhink the waterfowl hunting regulations
should be. These wiil be'presented to the
director and staff of the U. S, Fish & Wildlife
Servicé at a meeting of the National Watérfowl
Advisory Comﬁittee; which will take place on
August 5 in Washington.

'Also, there is a meeting out in Denver
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on Sunday, July 25, and wé~p1an to be in #ttendaﬁce
at that meeting, it‘is called by the Fish & Wild-
life SerQice for the purpose of explaining what the
waterfowl production picture is on the breeding
grounds., Just prior to that we plan to make a
reconnaissance flight up on the prairies and in
the park lands and iﬁ the bush country of Saskat-
chewan and Manitoba énd Alberta; and on the return
flight we will stop in at Denver for that one-day
meeting,;and'ﬁeaf what the‘Fish & Wildlife Service
haé to say. ' : . | S

Generally Speaking; the information we
have at this time indicates that we went into a
fairly dry spring on the prairieq, fair water in
Saskatchewan and Manitoba, aﬁd very dry over in
Alberta and Qouthwestern Saskatchewan, The ducks
overflew the dry areas and ﬁent on into the better;
more permanently watered marshes to nest; and they
also set up housekeeping on the prairies that had
water in them in Saskatchewan and Manitoba,

Thén things got very dry but fortunately
in June. rain set it and it rained almost the

entire month of June and it éompletely changed the
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oﬁtlook and it looks at this point like thére is
apparently a fairly good hatch of ducksvtaking
place up in Canada at this time. We have been
keeping our fingers crossed for three or four
years Becalse we have had good production; good
water conditions on the prairies since 1969; and
this is an unusually‘long wet Eycle for that tra&i—
tionally dry country up there. It looks like '76
is shaping up again to be a fairiy good duck pro-~
duction year. | | |

There will be an dwful lot of conﬁrovers}
and infighting.taking plaée in the déveIOpment-of
these hhﬁting reguiations;as there always is; but
this is the system we are going to use this year
in presenting our views and recommendations. We
will be in atténdance at all of the meetings and

we will be working with the other states in the

{ South in trying to get what we want in the way of

seasons and bag limits.

MR. LUTTRELL: Dick; you didn't mention
who 1is reﬁre;enting us up there; and I am.sort of
very proud of who ié representing us;

MR. YANCEY: Well, we had a meeting over

|
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in Jacksbn, Mississippi, ; couple of weeks ago, --
Mr. Luttrell was there —-- of the Southern states
and Larry Soileau was elected to be the coordin-
ator of the Southern technical group and I was
named to speak for the Southern administrators in
the presentation of these recommendations at all
these regulations committee meetings. Now; Hugh
Bateman, our Commission waterfowl biologist;;
will be our working; voting delegate on the tech-
nical session in the Mississipﬁi Flyway Council.
| THE CHAIRMAN: Dick, I want to say this;

I and I amiéure‘the Commiésion want to thank_you
and congratulate y&u and your staff on what,you
have done in this Southern Flyway_Councii. It
looks 1like in some sectors the Soutﬁ‘is_going to
rise again. We hope)SO. | -

MR. YANCEY: We  hope so.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr,. Cléf; you want to.
make a motion? Go ahead.

MR.’LUTTRELL: Yeé; I have something to
bring up. G;ntlemen, when the Wild Life and Fish-

eries Commission apduired Saline Game Management

Area, the Tensas Levee Board had a servitude on

-]
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that the Wild Life and Fisheries Commission accept

a portioﬁ of that land, and the} have now stated
that they no lohger have an interest in this land
and that they are willing to give the servitude
over to Wild Life and Fisheries Commission for its
use.

This part is what I ;m talking about;
right here (1ndicatiﬁg on map).

I would like to éay this, like to move

the Tensas Levee Board's offerkof servitude to
this land, aﬁd that we also move that Peter Duffy
be instructed to prepare the'formal’resolutiqn
that finalizes this!thing.

MR. DUPUY: I will second that,.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the motion
and second, All in fﬁvor say aye. o

IN UNISON: Aye.~'

THE CHAIRMAN: Anybody opposed?

(No response) -

Hearing noﬁe, 3] orderéd.

Mr} Thompson, I believe you wanted to
make a motion. |

MR. THOMPSON: I would like to make three
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motions.

First; by way of explanation; I would
like to say that there is no biological reason
for having a closedvseason on frog hunting, _Con-A
trary to popular belief and from a biological
standpoint, the peak breeding}season is not in-
the two months that'the frog hunting is closed
but rather probably in August. Our neighboring

states have a frog season, and I think most all

of them ha#e a'year—round'frog season, which has

proven biologically successful. 1In the event of
commercial frogging,this;doeé put us a little bit
behind;‘and fr§m the SportsmenVS‘standpqint; I
see no reason for them to be penalized,

I would like to ﬁlace in the form of a
motion that through our Director, at the next
acceptable legislatiOn; a bili be placed in the
hopper through gsome of the legisiatbrs to remedy

this situation and make it a year-round frog hunt-

"ing season,

_MR. DUPUY: I second that.
. THE CHAIRMAN: - Motion by Mr. Thompson,

seconded by'Mr. Dupuy. All in favor, say aye.
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IN UNiSON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
. (No response) |

Hearing no&e, so orderéd. |

MR. THOMPSON: I would also again like
to make a motion in referencé to coon hunting, -
It is absolutely ill?gai for a boy to kill a coon
in the daytime in the woods when he is hunting;

which is done many, many times, and I won't go

into that lengthy explanation that I have dongA

many times before. I will just place in the form
of a motion that through bur Directof this same
procedufe be aﬁopted with the‘légiélature in
reference to coon hupting; so that coons can ﬁg_m
killed in the daytime by-anyone.

MR, wILLE: I will éecond ;hat.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr.‘Thompso;;
seconded by Mr. Wille. All in favor? o

IN UNISON: Aye. o

THE CHAIRMAN: Any oppdsed?

e

, (No response)

‘Hearing none, 'so ordered,

I might add, Mr. Thompson, I think that

] .
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}ou will find that the trappers catch and kill
coons 24 hours a day. I don't think anybody has
really obeyed that law for a long time.

MR. ENSMINGER: Well, a trapper legally
can; but a hunter can't, |

THE CHAIRMAN: There's“justice in that;
‘isn't there? (Laugnter) | o |

Mk.'rHOMPSON: My third motion is that
we.adjourn.‘

 THE CHAIRMAN: We stand ndjourned.

(Whereupon, the meeting adjourned

Frgr s

briefly but waé called back in

session for a point of clarification).

TH? CHAIRMAN: Could we reconvene for
a moment?  Mr. Wille wants to say something.

“ MR..QILLE: When we were talking about.
printing the hunting‘regulations‘panphlet. we
adopted my suggestion that this be printed in
at least eight-point type, but thinking about it,
I think that should be amended to have Joe Herring

look into the matter of getting the information,

all the basgic information, to whoever is going to

do the printing for consideration, but I will
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amend my motion that the ﬁrint_should be at least
9.5 point, which is the size of newspaper type.
~ MR. DUPUY: I will second that,
THE CHAIRMAN: All in favor? .
IN UNISON: Avye. - |
THE CHAIRMAN: Hearing no Opposition;
it is unanimous,. Sé ordered. |

We stand adjourned.

"o-yio ; Whereupon, at 11:55
o'clock a.m., the ﬁonthly
meeting of the Board was -

- adjourned. . . .

Kathryn G.'Chamberlin,~‘
Reporter, '
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